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NH STATE LIBRARY 
OWN OF ORANG as 9 094 


NEW HAMPSHIR Econo wy: 


About this year’s cover: 

Photo of double rainbow taken on 
Mount Cardigan by Dorothy Behlen Heinrichs. 
Quote attributed to Melissa 
McClone in “Mistletoe Magic.” 
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In appreciation we dedicate this year’s 
Town Report to a number of individuals 
who have served our town in the past. 


Geraldine Daniels (1937 — 2015) 
Gerri served on the Select Board for eleven years, the Planning 
Board for seven years, and the ZBA for three years. 


William and Betty Fulton 
Betty served on the Select Board and Budget Committee for 
three years. Bill served on the Select Board for six years and 
the Planning Board for five years. 


Wayne Knight (1923 — 2015) 
Wayne served on the ZBA for ten years and was the town 
treasurer for one year. 


Stuart (1932 — 2015) and Barbara Smith 
Barbara was a member of the Orange Historical Commission 
and served on the Supervisors of the Checklist for thirteen 
years. Stu served on the Planning Board. 


Charles and Edith Sova 
Edith served as town treasurer for five years, the Trustees of 

the Trust Funds for eleven years, and for several years she was 
a ballot clerk. Charlie served on the Select Board for seventeen 

years, the Planning Board for six years, and the ZBA for 
thirteen years. Charlie was town moderator for eight years and 

the town treasurer for one year. He was our School Board 
representative for twenty-six years and for several years was a 

Representative to the New Hampshire Legislature. 
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Officers of the Town of Orange 


BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
Dorothy Behlen Heinrichs, Chair ’15 (appointed) 
Robert Ells °15 (appointed) Lyell “Skip” Smith ’15 (appointed) 


MODERATOR TOWN CLERK 
Daniel Hazelton Sophie Seace 
TREASURER ROAD AGENT 


Tessa Michetti (appointed) Scott Sanborn 


TAX COLLEGTOR 


DEEDING AGENT 
Sharon Proulx 


Sharon Proulx 


SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATIVE 
Kathleen Stacy “18 


SCHOOL BUDGET COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE 
Scott Sanborn ‘17 


WELFARE DIRECTOR 
Donald Pfaefflin (appointed) 


TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS 
Jeanne Minasian °16 Gloria Stevens ‘17 
Nathaniel Emerson 718 


CEMETERY AGENT HEALTH OFFICER 
Ed Saulen Donald Pfaefflin 
PLANNING BOARD 


Scott Sanborn, Chair ’16 Judith Lindahl, Vice Chair ‘17 
Robert Proulx, Secretary °18 David Stacy °18 
Albert Emerson ’°16 Sal Guadagnino ‘16 
Robert Ells, Select Board ex officio 


ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
Donald Pfaefflin, Chair Judith Connelly Richard Jaeger 
Beverly Ells — Dorothy Heinrichs, Select Board ex officio 
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SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST 


Laurie Sanborn ’16 Beth DiFrancesco ’20 


CEMETERY COMMISSION 
Anita Watson ’16 ~~ Lyell Smith ‘17 


FOREST FIRE WARDEN DEPUTY WARDEN 


Brent Stevens James McAlister 
AUDITORS BUILDING INSPECTOR 
Mathew Angell (appointed) Donald Pfaefflin 


DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
Brent Stevens 


BUDGET COMMITTEE 
David Stacy, Chair °16 Robert Proulx, Clerk ’17 
Sophie Seace’ 18 Lyell Smith, Select Board ex officio 


CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Dorothy Heinrichs, Chair David Stacy, Vice Chair 
Sandi Pierson Jay Heinrichs 


We Be ae e & & Pi Be 


Nancy Pike and her daughter, Jen McAlister, are always 
ready to serve with a smile at the Canaan Library. In 2015, 
177 people from Orange used the Canaan Library 


vs 


State of New Hampshire 
Town of Orange 
Warrant for 2016 Annual Town Meeting 


To the inhabitants of the Town of Orange in the County of 
Grafton and State of New Hampshire qualified to vote in town 
affairs: 


YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED to meet at the Town 
House in said Orange on Tuesday, the 8" day of March, 2016 at 
eleven o'clock a.m. for the election of Town Officers as called 
for in Article 1 and to vote on a Zoning Ordinance amendment in 
Article 2. The polls will open at 11 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. for 
voting on Articles | and 2. 


YOU ARE ALSO HEREBY NOTIFIED that the 
business meeting will be held at the Town House in said Orange 
at seven o’clock in the evening on Wednesday, the 9" day of 
March, 2016 to act upon Articles 3 through 13 in this warrant. 


ARTICLE 1: (5y official ballot) To elect the following town 
officers for the following terms: 

1 Moderator 2 year term, | Selectman 3 year term, 1 Selectman 2 
year term, | Selectman | year term, 1 Town Clerk | year term, 1 
Treasurer 1 year term, | Tax Collector 1 year term, | Deeding 
Agent | year term, 1 Road Agent 1 year term, 1 Cemetery Agent 
| year term, | Overseer of Public Welfare 1 year term, 1 Budget 
Committee 3 year term, 1 Cemetery Trustee 3 year term , | 
Cemetery Trustee 2 year term, | Trustee of Trust Funds 3 year 
term, 2 Planning Board Members 3 year terms, | Planning Board 
Member | year term, | Supervisor of the Checklist 6 year term, | 
Supervisor of the Checklist 2 year term, and any other officers as 
required by law. 


ARTICLE 2: (by official ballot) To see if the Town will vote to 
approve the amendment to the Orange Zoning Ordinance, as 
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proposed by the Planning Board, to adopt the Large Wind 
Energy Systems Ordinance which will provide regulation for 
large wind energy systems. The following question will appear 
on the official ballot: 


“Are you in favor of the amendment to the Orange Zoning 
Ordinance, as proposed by the Planning Board, to adopt the 
Large Wind Energy Systems Ordinance?” 


The purpose of the proposed amendment is to provide for the 
development and use of wind power as an alternative energy 
source, benefiting both the economy and the environment, while 
protecting public health, safety, property values, wildlife, and 
general welfare; preserving environmental, historic and scenic 
resources, controlling Sound Pressure Levels; and preventing 
electromagnetic interference. 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 

Recommended by the Planning Board (7-0) 


ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will authorize the Tax 
Collector to accept the prepayment of taxes pursuant to RSA 
80:52-a. Taxpayers shall be allowed to prepay taxes no more 
than two years in advance of the due date of the taxes. No 
interest shall accrue to the taxpayer on any prepayment, nor shall 
any interest be paid to the taxpayer on any prepayment which is 
later subject to rebate or refund. 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will discontinue the positions 
of elected auditors, and have the Select Board contract the 
auditing duties of the town in accordance with RSA 41:31 to an 
outside source. 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will authorize the Moderator 

to appoint a committee of five Orange residents, two of whom 
may be officers or employees of the town (excluding members of 
the Select Board, Tax Collector, Treasurer, Town Clerk, and 
Board Secretary), to study the salaries of the Town officers and 
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employees and report their findings and recommendations in the 
next annual Town Report, including a warrant article that they 
deem appropriate. 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote to establish a new 
Capital Reserve Fund as authorized under the provisions of RSA 
35:1-V which will be called the Legal Expense Capital Reserve 
Fund, for the purpose of paying extraordinary legal fees that may 
be incurred by the town, and to raise and appropriate Four 
Thousand dollars ($4000.00) to be placed in this fund to be 
under the custody of the Trustees of the Trust Funds, and to 
designate the Select Board as agents to expend. 

Recommended by the Budget Committee (3-0) 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate two thousand dollars ($2,000.00) to be paid into the 
Town Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund #NH-01-0700- 
0012 (opened 05/08/2007) for the purpose of purchasing 
highway-related equipment. 

Recommended by the Budget Committee (3-0) 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) to be paid into the 
Town House Capital Reserve Fund #NH-01-0700-0015 (opened 
06/20/2007) for the purpose of Town House building 
improvements. 

Recommended by the Budget Committee (3-0) 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate four thousand dollars ($4,000.00) to be paid into the 
Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund #NH-01-0700-0014 (opened 
05/08/2007) for the purpose of a revaluation of property. 
Recommended by the Budget Committee (3-0) 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


10 


ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) to be paid into the 
Town Road Improvement Capital Reserve Fund #NH-01-0700- 
0013 (opened 06/26/2007) for the purpose of maintaining Town 
roads. 

Recommended by the Budget Committee (3-0) 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the Budget Committee recommended sum of 
$225,538.00, not including appropriations by special warrant 
articles and other appropriations voted separately, for the 
ensuing year for general operations. 

Recommended by the Budget Committee (3-0) 

Recommended by the Select Board (3-0) 


ARTICLE 12: To hear the reports of agents, auditors, 
committees and officers and to transact any other business that 
may legally come before this meeting. 


GIVEN UNDER OUR HAND AND SEAL ON THE TENTH DAY 
OF FEBRUARY, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, TWO 
THOUSAND AND SIXTEEN, 


Dorothy Heinrichs, Chair; Robert Ells, and Lyell Smith 
Selectmen, Town of Orange, New Hampshire 


The perpetual wild turkeys of Cardigan Mountain 
Road at the Brown residence 


TOWN BUDGET PURPOSES OF 


APPROPRIATION 
Approp. Expended Approp. 
ZU 15 2015 2016 
General Government 
Officers Salaries $23,500.00 $22,017.89 $23,500.00 
Elections & $1,800.00 $648.86 $3,220.00 
Registrations 
Financial Admin. $300.00 $81.92 $200.00 
Property Reappraisal $2,000.00 $2,478.50 $2,500.00 
Legal Expense $19,000.00 $14,397.93 $4,400.00 
FICA Payments $3,000.00 $1,311.68 $3,000.00 
Planning & Zoning $500.00 $583.06 $500.00 
General Gov't. $6,500.00 $5,942.25 $6,500.00 
Buildings 
Cemeteries $3,000.00 $2,056.00 $2,000.00 
Insurance $2,100.00 $2,115.88 $2,100.00 
Memberships $1,800.00 $1,696.26 $1,800.00 
Officers’ Expenses $7,500.00 $5,896.19 $7,500.00 
Public Safety 
FAST Squad (Canaan) KOS $4,716.75 $5,500.00 
Fire Department $15,207.00 $15,207.00 $11,352.00 
(Canaan) 
Building Inspection $800.00 $727.20 $800.00 
Emergency Mgmt. $300.00 $0.00 $300.00 
Highway & Streets 
Highway $98,000.00 $75,401.73 $98,000.00 
Sanitation 
Trash Collection $34,500.00 $33,635.58 $34,500.00 
Health 
Health Agencies $4,500.00 $4,382.15 $4,700.00 
Welfare 
Direct Assistance $3,000.00 $0.00 $3,000.00 


Culture & Recreation 
Library 

Other Culture & Rec. 
Conservation 

Timber Harvest 
Monitor 

Conservation Comm. 
Debt Service 

Tax Anticipation Note 


Capital Outlay 
Town House 


Operating Budget 
Totals 


$4,000.00 
$350.00 


$1.00 
$315.00 
$3,500.00 


$1,000.00 


$4,000.00 
$0.00 


$0.00 
$0.00 
$3,097.54 


$964.99 


241,189.75 $201,359.36 


$4000.00 
$350.00 


$1.00 
$315.00 
$3,500.00 


$2,000.00 


$225,538.00 


Capital Reserve 2015 Balance 2016 Approp. 
Funds 
Revaluation $274.71 $4,000.00 
Town House $3,825.64 $1,000.00 
Cemetery $1,501.01 $0.00 
Highway Equipment $9,688.78 $2,000.00 
Document SUL ios $0.00 
Preservation 
Legal Expense $0.00 $4,000.00 
Town Road Improve. $15,863.76 $5,000.00 
Land and $8,315.41 $0.00 
Conservation 
SOURCES OF REVENUE 
Estimated Actual Estimated 
A al) 2015 2016 

Taxes 
Land Use Change Tax $0.00 $1,950.00 $0.00 
Yield Tax $4,000.00 $4,208.91 $4,000.00 
Interest & Penalties 
Delinquent Taxes b12,000;00)) 312,991.07 $12,000.00 
Inventory Penalties $1,200.00 $979.00 $900.00 


ihe} 


Licenses, Permits & Fees 


UGE $30.00 $60.00 $30.00 
Motor Vehicle $46,000.00 $49,610.00 $49,000.00 
Building Permits $100.00 $275.00 $200.00 
Other Licenses & $350.00 0S ely Sale $900.00 
Permits 

From State 


Rooms & Meals Tax $15,000.00 $15,869.36 $14,000.00 
Highway Block Grant $20,151.25 $28,231.65 $28,000.00 


State/Fed. Forest $1,000.00 $2,131.28 $2,000.00 
From Other $0.00 $10,608.41 $0.00 
Governments 

Miscellaneous Revenues 

Interest on Investments $100.00 $26.02 $0.00 
Other (Municipal Fees) $800.00 $888.00 $800.00 
Capital Reserves $0.00 $17,000.00 $0.00 
Total Estimated $100,731.25 $146,006.83 $111,830.00 


Revenue and Credits 


5.5) Sa ee i eS 2016 
Recommended Operating Budget | $241,189.75 | $225,538.00 


Special Warrant Articles $0.00 | $16,000.00 
Individual Warrant Articles $0.00 $0.00 


Total Appropriations $241,189.75 | $241,538.00 
Recommended 


Less Estimated Revenue $146,006.83 | $111,830.00 
Est. Amt. to be Raised by Taxes $95,182.92 | $129,708.00 


Note: The 2016 budget is recommended by both the Select 
Board and Budget Committee. 


2016 BUDGET SUMMARY 
Unspent balance from 2015 budget: $39,830.39 


2016 Proposed Operating Budget 


27 Total budget categories: 
e 18 level-funded budget categories 
e 4 decreased categories: Financial Administration, Legal 
Expenses, Cemeteries, and Fire Protection 
e 5 increased categories: Elections, Revaluation, 
Ambulance, Health Agencies, and Town House 
Improvements 


Proposed operating budget for 2015: $241,189.75 
Proposed operating budget for 2016: $225,538.00 
Decrease of $15,651.75 


2016 Proposed Funding for Capital Reserve Funds (CRF) 


Highway Equipment CRF $2,000.00 
Town House CRF $1,000.00 
Revaluation CRF $4,000.00 
Town Roads CRF $5,000.00 
Legal Expense CRF $4,000.00 
Total Capital Reserve Funds $16,000.00 


Total Proposed Budget for 2016 


Proposed operating budget for 2016 $225,538.00 
Proposed funding for Capital Reserves $16,000.00 
Total proposed appropriations for 2016 $241,538.00 
Total approved appropriations for 2015 $241,189.75 
Increase $348.25 


TAX COLLECTOR’S FINANCIAL REPORT 
Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 2015 


DEBITS: 
Uncollected Taxes Beg. Of 
Year 


Property Taxes 

Timber Yield Taxes 
Betterment Taxes 

Property Tax Credit Balance 


2015 


($684.34) 


Taxes Committed This Fiscal Year 


Property Taxes 

Land Use Change Taxes 
Yield Taxes 

Excavation Tax @ $.02 yard 
Overpayment Refunds: 
Interest-Late Tax 


TOTAL DEBITS 


CREDITS 

Remitted to Treasurer: 
Property Taxes 

Land Use Change Taxes 
Timber Yield Taxes 

Interest 

Penalties 

Converted to Liens (Principal 
only) 


Discounts Allowed 


Abatements Made 
Property Taxes 
Excavation Tax @ $.02 yard 


3030,599 47 
$1,966.00 
$350 2005E 

Sie 


$58.56 
$641,975.16 


2015 
$578,758.64 
$1,966.00 
$3,923.57 
$58.56 


$15,144.51 
2015 


$112.28 


2014 
$52,841.96 


$3,431.17 
$56,273.13 


2014 
$29,580.44 


$3,107.17 
$324.00 


$23,261.52 
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Uncollected Taxes 
- End of Year 


Property Taxes 
Property Tax Credit 
Balance 


TOTAL CREDITS 


SUMMARY OF 
DEBITS: 
Unredeemed Lien 
Balancebeg. of FY 
Liens Executed FY 
Interest & Costs 
Collected 


TOTAL DEBITS 


SUMMARY OF 
CREDITS 


Redemptions 
Interest & Costs 
Collected 
Unredeemed liens 
End of FY 


TOTAL LIEN 
CREDITS 


2015 
$43,493.01 


($1,481.41) 


$641,975.16 


2014 


$25,482.59 


$16.74 
$25,499.33 


2014 
$66.95 


$16.74 


$25,415.64 


$25,499.33 


Sharon Lee Proulx, Tax Collector 


Town of Orange 


$56,273.13 


2013 


$26,580.41 


$1,008.93 
$27,589.34 


2013 
$3,973.04 


$1,008.93 


$22,607.37 


$27,589.34 


2012 


WAS el vague 


$8,475.67 
$32,173.22 


2012 
$23,00d..5> 


$8,475.67 


$0.00 


$32,173.22 


TREASURER’S REPORT 2014 


CASH ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2014 $220,230.15 


RECEIPTS 

From Bank 

From Selectmen 

From Tax Collector 

From State of NH 

From Town Clerk 

From Trust Funds 

Insurance Reimbursement 

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR 2014: $741,053.17 


EXPENSES 

Payment Principal on Tax 

Anticipation Note 

Payment Interest on Tax Anticipation Note 
Payment By Order of Selectmen 

No Voucher Payments 

Trust Fund Transfer 

Withholding Tax Liability 

TOTAL EXPENSES for 2014: $866,882.67 


$54.24 
$303.25 
$642,789.10 
$43,872.84 
$48,948.90 
$3,948.00 
$1,136.84 


$429,500.00 
$3,011.79 
$423,159.59 
$3,383.44 
$9,500.00 
-$1,672.15 


CASH ON HAND DECEMBER 31, 2014: $94,400.65 


EXPLANATION OF NO VOUCHER PAYMENTS 2014 


2014 Overdraft Bank Fees 

Misc. discrepancies: 

2013 TAN expense listed on spreadsheet 
Reimbursement for unemployment overpay 
Voided voucher 5546, check cashed 
Voucher 5520 difference from check 
Voucher 5560 not recorded on spreadsheet 
Voucher 5566 not recorded on spreadsheet 
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$592.00 
-$0.37 
-$1,494.29 
-$133.79 
$191.96 
-$50.00 
$427.98 
$2,497.73 


Check 7591 and 7605 — same voucher 5548, 


two checks $371.00 
Voucher recorded 5572, no check written -$353.50 
Difference between voucher 5574 and check 

3402 -$60.00 
No voucher recorded, check 7592 $371.00 
Voucher recorded 5669, no check written -$189.00 
Withholding calculated by Quickbooks, not yet 

deposited BS Pg Wg 2 


TOTAL NO VOUCHER PAYMENTS: $3,383.44 
SUBMITTED BY TREASURER TESSA MICHETTI 

Please note that this 2014 report was not submitted by the 
former treasurer for last year’s town report. The Department of 


Revenue Administration requested that it be included in this 
year’s town report. 


TREASURER'S REPORT 2015 


CASH ON HAND $94,400.65 
RECEIPTS 

FROM BANK $26.02 
FROM SELECTMEN $654.13 
FROM TAX COLLECTOR $652,736.19 
FROM STATE OF NH $46,232.29 
FROM TOWN CLERK Deo 20 
FROM TRUST FUNDS $17,000.00 


REIMBURSEMENT (School, FICA, Highway) $10,608.41 


TOTAL RECEIPTS $778,614.24 


PAYMENT interest on Tax Anticipation Note 


PAYMENT by order of Selectmen 
DIFFS between Treasury and Selectboard 
FICA Liability errors from 2014 in 2015 

- partially offset with erroneous vouchers 


TOTAL EXPENSES 


CASH ON HAND 


PRINCIPLE borrowed on Tax Anticipation 


Note 


$3,097.54 
$742,478.39 
-$5,213.03 
$2,055.80 


$742,418.70 


$130,596.19 


$292,163.81 


EXPLANATION OF NO VOUCHER PAYMENTS 2015 


2015 Overdraft Bank Fees 


Voucher not recorded on spreadsheet check 


7690 

Check 7713 for $959 and Voucher for 
$971.10 

Diff between voucher 1528 and check 7730 
Diff between voucher 1533 and check 7729 
Voucher 1570 no check 

Voucher - no check FICA 

Voucher - no check FICA 

FICA payments (diff with voided paychecks) 
Diff between check and cashed amount 
FICA payment yet to be made 

TOTAL NO VOUCHER PAYMENTS 


Respectfully submitted, 


Tessa Michetti 
Treasurer 
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$60.00 
$189.00 


-$12.10 
$3.50 
-$12.10 
-$450.00 
-$3,192.92 
-$2,927.24 
$8.50 
-$0.50 
$1,120.83 
-$5,213.03 


ORANGE TOWN CLERK REPORT 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2015 


Automobile Registrations $49,610.00 
Automobile Titles $120.00 
Municipal Fees $888.00 
Dog Licenses $354.00 
UCC Fees $60.00 
Vital Records $25.00 
Voter List $300.00 
TOTAL S51, 337/00 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Sophie Seace 
Orange Town Clerk 


The Northern Rail Trail Today 
The Great Cut in Orange is the highest point on the Northern 
Railroad between Concord and White River Junction, Vermont. Here, 
the waters divide between the Merrimac and Connecticut rivers. 
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201 PREPORTOP LAE 
TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUNDS 


COMMON TRUST FUNDS 
CEMETERIES 

Dec. 31,2014 2015 Int... Degia ea ie 
Hannah M. French $1,067.97 $0.71 $1,068.68 
Jennie M. French 1,384.28 0.94 138.22 
Arthur Briggs 502.67 0.34 503.01 
Clara Huse 464.20 G32 464.52 
Asa Hoyt 476.89 0.33 477.22 
Harry Eastman V500R3 0.87 1,301.40 
Abbie Fellows 1,464.06 0.99 1,465.05 
Adoniram Ford 1,493.24 1.01 1,494.25 
Charles Ford 1,554.06 1.04 1yaSSs1G 
Lyman Batchelder 474.91 0.32 480.23 


(There were no withdrawals from the above cemetery trusts.) 


ERNEST KILTON BARNARD MEMORIAL FUND 


Dec. 31, 2014 balance: $12,055.85; Interest: $8.14; Withdrawal: 
$0.00; Balance Dec. 31, 2015: $12,063.99 


CAPITAL RESERVES 


e Highway Equipment: Dec. 31, 2014: $9,682.23; 
interest: $6.55; Dec. 31, 2015 balance: $9,688.78 

e Town Road Improvement: Dec. 31, 2014: $15,853.04; 
interest: $10.72; Dec. 31, 2015 balance: $15,863.76 

e Revaluation: Dec. 31, 2014: $17,272.48; interest: $2.23; 
2015 withdrawal: $17,000.00, Dec. 31, 2015 balance: 
$274 ee 

e Town House: Dec. 31, 2014: $3,823.07; interest: $2.57; Dec. 
31, 2015 balance: $3,825.64 
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e Town Document Preservation: Dec. 31, 2014: $1,010.86; 
interest: $0.67; Dec. 31, 2015 balance: $1,011.53 

e Land & Conservation: Dec. 31, 2014: $8,309.79, interest: 
$1.84; balance Dec. 31, 2015: $8,315.41 

e Cemetery Monuments: Dec. 31, 2014: $1,500.00; interest: 
$1.01; balance Dec. 31, 2015 balance: $1501.01 


Cemeteries: $10,194.68 
Kilton Fund: $12,063.99 
Capital Reserves: $40,480.84 
Grand Total: $62,739.51 


Respectfully submitted by the Trustees of Trust Funds, 
Jeanne Minasian, Gloria Stevens, and Nathaniel Emerson 


Gary Hamel, artist in residence at the 2015 Cornish Fair, worked on 
this panel throughout the fair, which includes dairy farmer Steve 
Taylor and Melissa Ells’ champion Guernsey, “Peaches”. Gary will 
continue as artist in residence at the fair and will ultimately create a 
mural with multiple panels for the Cornish Town Hall. 
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2015 PROPERTY TAXES DATA 


Town gross appropriations: $241,190 
Less Revenues: $109,450 

Add Overlay per RSA 76:6: $4,793.00 
Add War Service Credits: $3,000 

Net town Appropriation: $139,533 


Net local school apportionment: $646,499 
Less Education grant: $195,998 

Less Education Tax (from below): $83,385 
Total school tax effort: $367,116 


Education Tax: $83,385 
County Tax: $48,445 


Total Taxes Assessed: $638,479 
Less War Service Credits: $3,000 
Total Property Tax Commitment: $635,479 


TAX RATES PER $1000 OF VALUATION 


Mascoma State Total 
Town School | Education | County Tax 
District Rate 


The variation in the town tax rate is based on how much of the 
municipal operating budget is offset by a portion of the 
unreserved fund balance; none was available in 2015. The 
overall tax rates are also affected by the uniform changes in 
property values due to the town-wide revaluation. 
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2015 SUMMARY OF VALUATION 


ACRES VALUATION 

Current Use 8,585.13 $455,002 
Residential 1,031.43 $9,231,500 
Commercial 88.01 $215,300 
Taxable total acreage 9,704.57 $9,901,802 
Non-taxable* 5.85083 $3,748,600 
*Town property and State (Cardigan State Forest) 
Residential buildings $18,934,500 
Manufactured Housing $1,206,400 
Commercial Buildings $438,500 
Total Taxable Buildings $20,579,400 
Non-taxable buildings (Town House) $165,100 
Utilities: $919,100 


Total valuation before exemptions: $31,400,302 
Less elderly exemption: $25,000 
Net Valuation: $31,375,302 


Town, County, and Mascoma School District taxes are based on 
the above net valuation. 


State Education Tax is based on valuation minus utilities value 
of $919,100. ($30,456,202) 


Current Use Acreage and Values: 

Farmland: 157.68 acres - $53,155 

Forest Land: 7,662.07 acres - $378,868 

Forest Land w/ Documented Stewardship: 661.58 acres -$21,296 
Unproductive Land: 42.4 acres - $639 

Wetland: 61.4 - $1,044 


Other Current Use Statistics: 

Receiving 20% recreation adjustment: 3,863.3 acres 
Removed from current use in 2015: 0 acres 

Total parcels in current use: 134 

Total number of current use land owners: 94 
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2015 SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY 


Properties: 
» Map 1- Lot 34, Route 4, 0.10 acre (possible site of 1804 
municipal toll booth), value: $1,200 
» Map 1- Lot 57, Tuttle Hill Road, 0.65 acre (vacant lot), 
value: $18,600 
> Map 3- Lot 3-3, Tug Mountain Road, 0.38 acre, 
Common Cemetery, value: $16,300 
>» Map 3 - Lot 11, 8 Town House Road, 2.27 acres, land 
value: $41,100, building (town house): $142,300 
>» Map 3- Lot 56, Cardigan Mountain Road, 11.25 acres, 
“Williams Lot,” value: $40,200 
» Map 3- Lot 100, Cardigan Mountain Road, 0.37 acre, 
French Cemetery, value: $17,900 
» Map 3- Lot 100-1, Cardigan Mountain Road, 0.75 acre, 
Church Cemetery, value: $19,400 
Map 7- Lot 3, Alexandria town line, 8.9 acres on the 
north flank of Firescrew Mountain, value: $12,000 


hig gy ‘ay Department: 

2008 Ford 350 Truck w/ plow: $21,000 
Fisher Minute Mount Plow: $3,500 
Sander: $4,000 

2001 York Rake: $1,000 

Other equipment: $960 
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Town house, general contents: $46,000 
Historical collection: $5,042 

Art collection: $7,385 

Set of six display units: $3,000 

Gary Hamel 23 historical panels: $7,500 
Standby generator: $3,500 


Properties: $309,000.00 
Highway Department: $30,460.00 
Other: $72,427.00 


TOTAL: $411,887.00 
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF VOUCHERS 


4130 Salaries 
Brent Stevens 
Cathy Bean 
Christy Souza 
David Stacy 
Dorothy Heinrichs 
George White 
Gloria Stevens 
Jeanne Minasian 
Lyell Smith 
Nathaniel Emerson 
Patricia Mercer 
Patricia White 
Robert Ells 
Robert Proulx 
Sandi Pierson 
Sharon Proulx 
Sophie Seace 
Tessa Michetti 
Timothy Connelly 
Trisha Weekes 


4140 Elections and Registrations 


Beth DiFrancesco 
Daniel Hazelton 
George White 
Laurie Sanborn 
Patricia Mercer 
Patricia White 
Robert Ells 
Sophie Seace 
Valley News 


4150 Financial Administration (Deeds) 
Grafton County Reg. Of Deeds 


$18.00 
$416.68 
$140.00 
$120.00 
$1,106.49 
$582.75 
$100.00 
$100.00 
$1,120.86 
$100.00 
$582.75 
$839.00 
$1,398.68 
$120.00 
Mi Biehapall 
$1,912.00 
$2,616.00 
$817.38 
$120.00 
$234.00 


$70.00 
$95.00 
$70.00 
$70.00 
$70.00 
$70.00 
$70.00 
$70.00 
$63.86 


$81.92 


4152 Revaluation 
Avitar Associates Of N.E. 


4153- Legal 

Gardner, Fulton and Waugh PLLC 
Treasury, State Of NH (fine) 
Upton & Hatfield, LLP 


4155 FICA 
U.S. Treasury 


4191 Planning and Zoning 
Gnomon Copy 

Robert Proulx 

Valley News 


4194 Gen. Government Bldgs. 
Brent Stevens 

FairPoint Communications 
Hurley Electric 

Lyell Smith 

NH Electric Co-op 

Robert Ells 

Robert Proulx 

Sandi Pierson 

Town Of Hanover, NH 
Young's Propane 


4195 Cemeteries 
Edwin Saulen 
Thomas Dunkerton 


4196 Insurance 
Property Liability Trust 


4197 Memberships 
NH Association Of Assessing Officials 


NH Association of Conservation Comm. 


NH City & Town Clerks Association 
NH Health Officers Association 
NH Municipal Association 
NH Tax Collectors’ Assoc. 
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$2,478.50 


$12,745.43 
$200.00 
$1,452.50 


$3,431.89 


$229.20 
$299.23 
$54.63 


$29.15 
$2,341.84 
$234.78 
$41.67 
$1,184.39 
$93.75 
$16.38 
$53.96 
$450.00 
$1,496.33 


$1,556.00 
$500.00 


$2,115.88 


$20.00 
$215.00 
$20.00 
$35.00 
$950.00 
$20.00 


Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional 


Planning Commission $436.26 
4199 Officer Expenses 

Carol Elliott $100.00 
Cathy Bean D225 .53 
Computer Hut Of N.E. $307.99 
George White $114.50 
Gnomon Copy $508.90 
Intuit $533.17 
Lesley Ashley $200.00 
Mascoma Savings Bank $5.00 
NH Dept. of Agriculture (Dog Lic. Fees) > L2eU) 
Patricia Mercer $146.89 
Patricia White $175.00 
Postmaster, Town of Canaan $436.86 
Robert Ells Riese 
Robert Proulx $81.55 
Sandi Pierson $282.75 
Sharon Proulx $531.37 
Sophie Seace $3220i) 
Staples S35 1718 
Tessa Michetti $379.97 
Treasurer, State Of NH $13.00 
Trish Leader Weekes $49.00 
U.S. Postal Service $398.55 
4215 Ambulance 

Canaan FAST $4,716.75 
4220 Fire 

Town Of Canaan, NH $15,207.00 
4250 Building Inspection 

Donald Pfaefflin $727.20 
4312 Highway 

Dyer's Welding $819.75 
Evans Motor Fuel $57.00 
Ferguson Waterworks $1,547.20 
Green Oak Realty LLC $4,613.00 
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Papa Z's 

Pike Industries 

Richard Remacle Construction 
Scott Sanborn 

Shaker Valley Auto Parts 


4415 Health 

Court Appointed Special Advocates 
(CASA) 

Donald Pfaefflin 

Grafton County Senior Citizens Council 
Mascoma Valley Health Initiative 
Plymouth Village Sewer Dist. 
Tri-County CAP 

Upper Valley Haven 

Upper Valley Humane Society 

Visiting Nurse Association Of VT & NH 
West Central Behavioral Health Services 


4550 Library 
Canaan Town Library 


4723 TAN Interest 
Mascoma Savings Bank 


4823 Solid Waste 
Cassella 


Building Capital Outlay 
Defiance Electric 
Robert Proulx (refrigerator reimbursement) 


County payment 
Grafton County 


Reval Capital Reserve 
Avitar Associates Of N.E. 


School payment 
Mascoma School District 


2015 Encumbered Funds: 
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$535.55 
$42.58 
$65,191.50 
$2,459.09 
$123.96 


$500.00 
32505 
$1,000.00 
$245.00 
$100.00 
$114.00 
$150.00 
$300.00 
$1,300.00 
$350.00 


$4,000.00 


$3,097.54 


$33,635.58 


$485.00 
$479.99 


$48,445.00 


$16,453.77 


$472,699.14 
Sea 


EPORTS 


Golden Valley Farm — The Ells Family 


| 
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201) REPORT OF THE SELECT BOARD 


Select Board meetings in April, May, and the first half of June 
were marked by growing concerns about the management of 
Town affairs. Creditors reported that bills were not being paid 
properly or promptly, and checks were bouncing. The State and 
the IRS reported that they were considering fining the Town. In 
mid-May, longtime Board Secretary Sandi Pierson and 
Selectman Bob Ells resigned, citing continuing hostility within 
the Board. A month later, Board Chair Pat Mercer and Vice 
Chair George White resigned, as did Treasurer Cathy Bean, 
leaving Orange without a formal government. 


Town Clerk Sophie Seace and Town Moderator Dan Hazelton, 
working with the Town’s attorney, petitioned the Grafton 
County Superior Court to appoint a new Board. Former 
Selectmen Bob Ells and Skip Smith agreed to serve and held 
their first meeting July 14. The first order of business was to 
appoint former Town Treasurer Tessa Michetti as Treasurer and 
to reinstate Sandi Pierson as Board Secretary. At their second 
meeting, the Selectmen appointed Dorothy Heinrichs and elected 
her Chair. 


Town Finances 

Over the last six months, innumerable hours have been spent, 
particularly by Tessa Michetti, Sharon Proulx and Sandi Pierson, 
to straighten out the Town’s financial affairs. Tessa combed 
through two years of financial records to identify and correct 
irregularities and errors. Sharon Proulx and Sandi Pierson 
assisted Tessa in completing the difficult but vital financial DRA 
MS-5 report under challenging circumstances. Thanks to 
Sharon’s carefully kept notes taken during Select Board 
meetings when there was no secretary, the new Board was able 
to quickly address a lengthy list of previously tabled issues. 


For its part, the new Board met with three representatives of the 
New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration to 
address the their concerns. The Board hired an outside 
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consultant—Matthew Angell, CPA JD, to review the financial 
records. Mr. Angell’s report of February 1, 2016, noted that the 
books are now in an “improved state” reflecting “the appearance 
of thought and analysis being applied to each transaction.” We 
are grateful for Tessa’s great diligence in the enormous task of 
reviewing two years of financial transactions. Thanks are also 
due to Trish Weekes for her willingness to assist Tessa as our 
Assistant Town Treasurer. 


Summary of Unexpected Expenses 

Late payment fees, interest payments, penalties, and overdraft 
charges incurred by the former Selectboard cost the town 
$1,839.19. The legal fees incurred to petition the courts to 
appoint two Selectboard members were $4,647.00. The cost of 
an independent financial review by Matt Angell was $1600.00, 
for a total of $8,086.41. A detailed list of these expenses is 
available upon request. 


What have we learned and how are we going to keep this from 
happening again? 


Tessa has established a sweep account between the Town’s two 
accounts so that money will be automatically transferred from 
one account to another to prevent future overdrafts. 
Sandi has had Casella, our solid waste collection service, switch 
the Town to electronic billing allowing for prompt payment of 
bills. 
Upon Tessa Michetti’s recommendation, the Board appointed 
Trish Weekes as Deputy Treasurer to assist Tessa as needed. 
The Town needs an outside auditor to review the books and to 
complete the MS-535, a job complicated enough that it truly 
requires a CPA. We hired Matt Angell to do the 2015 audit and 
MS-535. Given the excellent job that Matt Angell did at a 
reasonable cost, we anticipate using him to audit our books and 
complete the MS-535 in the years to come. 
The 3% discount that Orange citizens have approved at Town 
Meetings for the past 50 years has relentlessly worn down the 
Town’s reserves. We are not collecting enough in taxes each 
year to cover the true cost of our obligations. The shortfall for 
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2015 alone was nearly $16,000. The DRA, Matt Angell, the 
budget committee and the selectboard are in agreement that the 
Town can no longer afford to offer this discount. A more 
detailed explanation of the effects of the 3% discount is included 
in this year’s Auditor’s Report. 


Is there good news? 


Yes! Thanks to Scott Sanborn’s careful stewardship of his 
budget, as well as the lack of snow in November and December, 
the expenses for 2015 came in under budget. 


In addition, since the Town incurred substantial unanticipated 
legal expenses last year, the Town’s attorneys are not requiring 
their usual $6,000 retainer for 2016. 


Property Reevaluations 

The property assessments, required by state law and conducted 
every five years, were conducted last fall without a hitch. Values 
increased on average by 10%, clearly showing that Orange 
remains a desirable place to live. By contrast, valuations in 
Grafton went down 10% overall. (Increased values do not 
automatically increase taxes.) 


The Year Ahead 

e The board intends to address ongoing issues with 
violations of the junk yard ordinance. 

e With the leadership of the planning board, we will keep 
an eye on any actions taken to advance the establishment 
of an industrial wind farm in Orange and surrounding 
towns. 


Showing up matters. When the affairs of the town were truly in 
disarray, more citizens began to attend Selectboard meetings, 
with attendance rivaling Town Meeting. We would like to think 
that one reason we have a full slate of residents running for 
elected office this year, perhaps a first, is that many of us have 
come to see the importance of service to our town. Thanks to 
you all. 
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Gratitude 

In a town the size of Orange, it takes all of us to make a vital 
community. At the risk of leaving anyone out, we would like to 
thank the individuals, boards, committees and volunteers for all 
they do: 

Sophie Seace and Dan Hazelton for their quick work toward a 
solution for our town during the transition of Board members. 
Skip Smith and Bob Ells for their willingness to serve when 
appointed by the Court. 

Sandi Pierson for her sunny welcome to all who visit the town 
office and require assistance. 

Sharon and Bob Proulx for their steadfast appearance at board 
meetings and institutional memory. 

The Department of Revenue Administration for its support. 
Tessa Michetti and Trish Weeks for their diligence in tracking 
town finances. 

Everyone who attended the Select Board meetings when it 
mattered most. 

The members of the Planning Board for their extensive work on 
the wind ordinance. Thanks go to members Scott Sanborn, Judith 
Lindahl, Bob Proulx, Dave Stacy, Albert Emerson, Sal 
Guadagnino, and Bob Ells. 

The budget committee for their careful stewardship of the 
Town’s resources. 

Salary Review Committee for their efforts. They include Lisa 
Thompson, Jay Heinrichs, Colin Higbea, Karen McFarlane, and 
Dave Como. 

The Friends of Mount Cardigan Mountain State Park for keeping 
the park clean and welcoming. Voulunteers include Dave and 
Marilyn Johnson, Tessa Michetti, Bob and Sharon Proulx, Anita 
Garland, and David Wilson. 

Conservation Commission for their work on the Orange Natural 
Resources Inventory . 

Marilyn Johnson and her wonderful team for hosting the Harvest 
Festival and the annual Christmas party and for running the 
scholarship program. 

Pat White for her Billygoat updates. 
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Jay Heinrichs for maintaining the Town Website orangenh.us. 
Bob and Sharon for town house maintenance (inside and out) 
including researching and coordinating the purchase of an energy 
efficient refrigerator which will pay for itself in just a few years 
because of decreased electric bills. 

Judith Lindahl for getting us the announcement sign. 

Kathy Stacy for keeping us up to date on school issues. 
Supervisors of the checklist who have a big year ahead with four 
elections. 

Scott Sanborn for keeping us mobile despite the weather. 
Everyone who has sought or serves in public office in Orange. 
All who keep an eye on their neighbors and help out when there 
is a need. 


Goodbyes 

A number of people who were recognized in the dedication of 
this town report have passed away: Wayne Knight, Gerri 
Daniels, and Stu Smith. Others who have passed away include 
Helen Goodearl, Louise Cady, and Nancy Schwarz. For many 
years these fine people were friends, neighbors and servants of 
Orange. We extend our condolences to their families. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothy Heinrichs, Robert Ells, and Lyell Smith 
Select Board, Town of Orange 


Bill and Betty Fulton, both former Select Board members, 
are now enjoying their home in the Ozarks or Arkansas. 
Photo courtesy of Dorothy Heinrichs 


2015 REPORT OF THE PLANNING BOARD 


The Orange Planning Board has been very busy throughout 
2015, and hope the townspeople will agree that it has been time 
well spent. More on that in a moment... 


In March, the Board welcomed back Robert Proulx and David 
Stacy who were re-elected to new 3 year terms and sought 
applicants for appointment to fill out the term of member George 
White who had been elected to the Board of Selectmen. Sal 
Guadagnino was appointed and welcomed to the Board in April, 
and has been a valuable contributor and Board member. 


Other than a couple of informal discussions, there was only one 
land use application submitted to the Planning Board in 2015, a 
request for approval of a minor Boundary Line Adjustment 
which was approved with minimal discussion in July. 


The challenge of 2015 was to follow up on the overwhelming 
sentiment of the town as expressed by votes on four articles in 
the March 2015 warrant regarding the potential impact a Large 
Wind Energy System (LWES) could have on our town. The 
remainder of the year has been devoted almost exclusively 
toward drafting and proposing an ordinance designed to regulate 
such projects and protect the natural and cultural resources of the 
Town of Orange. 


The proposed LWES ordinance applies to wind turbine projects 
with the capability to generate more than 100 kilowatts of power. 
This effectively exempts small turbines designed for providing 
power to a single residence. The State of NH Site Evaluation 
Committee takes jurisdiction over larger projects generating 
more than 30 megawatts of power. 


In April, the chair of the Groton Planning Board and 
representatives of the WindWatch organization joined us to share 
their experiences in putting together an LWES Ordinance that 
was adopted by Groton last year, and to take questions from our 
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Board members. We used Groton’s ordinance, along with those 
recently adopted by several other towns as model and modified 
and/or augmented areas where we felt it relevant to Orange’s 
own unique qualities. 


The first of three public hearings on drafts of the Ordinance was 
held in May and a number of suggestions, many of which have 
been incorporated into the document, were made by members of 
the public. Also in May, the Board of Selectmen retained the 
services of Attorney Justin Richardson, a recognized expert in 
such matters to review and provide input to the Planning Board 
as they continued through the process of refining and completing 
the proposed Ordinance. His input has proven to be invaluable, 
and he has given us our money’s worth and much more. 


Throughout the summer and fall, various Board members have 
researched and/or obtained input from many sources, including 
other towns, legal counsel, Upper Valley-Lake Sunapee 
Regional Planning Commission, Public Utilities Commission, 
NH Site Evaluation Committee, Canaan Fire Department, NH 
Department of Revenue Administration, and the Newfound- 
Cardigan Legal Fund. Much independent research into relevant 
topics was undertaken individually by our members as well. The 
Ordinance was refined and two additional public hearings were 
held in January of 2016. 


The product of these efforts is represented by the proposed 
LWES Ordinance that will be put forth on this year’s warrant for 
your vote. While there are a few areas that the Board may look to 
refine in the coming months, we feel that we have put together a 
very comprehensive Ordinance and have recommended it 
unanimously. 


In the coming year, we will be evaluating and probably 
amending our Site Plan Review regulations to address certain 
administrative issues related to LWES projects that are not 
covered in the Ordinance itself. 
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There have been concerns brought up recently regarding current 
definitions and regulation of manufactured housing, alternative 
dwellings and their septic systems in our Zoning Ordinance, and 
Subdivision and Site Plan Review regulations. Though these 
issues were set aside in order to work on the LWES Ordinance, 
we anticipate revisiting them in the coming year. 


The Chairman wishes to thank the members of the Planning 
Board for their commitment and thoughtful considerations to the 
planning issues that impact the Town of Orange. Thank you also, 
to Town Attorney Bernie Waugh for his ongoing advice to the 
Town of Orange, and to our Board of Selectmen for their 
dedication to the town. In particular this year, I also extend my 
gratitude on behalf of the Board to Attorney Justin Richardson, 
and to the members of the public who have provided valuable 
input at our public hearings on the proposed ordinance. 


The Planning Board holds its regular meetings on the third 
Tuesday of every month. Those wishing to be heard formally by 
the board, whether to discuss a subdivision or boundary 
adjustment, or any topic of general interest related to planning 
and zoning may ask to be placed on the agenda by contacting 
Secretary Robert Proulx at 523-4590, or Chairman Scott Sanborn 
at 523-7240. The public is always encouraged to attend our 
meetings, and the Board 1s pleased to hear questions or 
comments whether on the agenda or not. It is recommended to 
check ahead, as meetings may be cancelled if there is no 
business requiring the board’s attention. As the Chairman, I 
know I can speak on behalf the entire Board when I say that we 
look forward to continuing to serve the Town of Orange in the 
year 2016. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Sanborn, Chair 
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2015 REPORT OF THE ROAD AGENT 


Thank you for the privilege of allowing me to serve the Town of 
Orange as your Road Agent. 


Once we got through an active plowing season during the last 
half of the 2014-2015 winter, we were blessed with a very 
tranquil spring and summer. That trend has continued into the 
first part of this winter. For the first time in my memory, we 
have not had to plow at all during the October through December 
time frame. Mud season was not as bad as expected after a late 
thaw, and summer brought little in the way of intense storms or 
heavy rains. There were a handful of downed trees, but some of 
these were cleaned up by residents before they even came to my 
attention...thanks!! 


Largely as a result of the lack of plowing in the first part of the 
2015-2016 season, 2015 expenditures came in significantly 
under budget, with a total expenditure of $75,400, for an 
approximately $23,000 shortfall. Also contributing were lower 
than normal ditching and culvert cleaning costs — although 
culvert replacements were up a bit - and minimal 
truck/equipment repair costs. I had also budgeted for roadside 
mowing last year which never occurred. I’m planning to work 
that into this coming summer’s schedule. 


While this shortfall was well timed for a year in which | 
understand there were some higher than usual expenses in other 
areas of the town, it is not a level of expenditure I would expect 
going forward. 


For the 2016 budget, given that plowing for January 2016 has 
remained at minimal levels, I am budgeting a little less than 
usual for this internal line item which, if we can keep the overall 
budget at the same level as the past three years, will allow for 
some badly needed tree work — we did get some brush cutting 
done last year, but more extensive work is needed - and a bit 
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more for some long term repairs, an item that was left out of last 
year’s budget. We also have several areas of pavement that will 
require some patching. Despite the fact that we didn’t take on 
any long-term improvement projects in 2015, I think we still 
entered the winter season in good shape. 


As a separate item, I once again have strongly urged the budget 
committee to consider recommending a significant appropriation 
to be raised and placed in the Highway Improvement Capital 
Reserve Fund for the purpose of going toward repaving our 
roads, and I urge the voters to do the same. New Colony, 
Peaslee, Eastman and Razor Hill Roads in particular are 
degrading at an alarming rate, and the other paved roads (except 
for Tuttle Hill and Cross) are not far behind. Three areas — parts 
of New Colony, Wheeler, and Razor Hill Roads - have already 
reached the point where I felt they needed to be temporarily 
reclaimed to a gravel surface until such time as paving can occur. 
I anticipate several more areas where this will be necessary over 
the next couple of years if we do not come up with the funds to 
repave. 


As always, many thanks and much gratitude are due to Richard 
Remacle and his employees for their top quality work and 
responsiveness to the towns needs. We also send our very best 
wishes to Richard as he continues to return to his old self after a 
serious health scare early in the year. Happily, he is doing well 
now and it continues to be my utmost pleasure to work with him 
and his crew. Thanks also to the Board of Selectmen for their 
accessibility, confidence and cooperation, to Sandi Pierson for 
keeping us all in touch with each other and on track, to the 
residents of Orange for their support, and especially to my wife 
Laurie for putting up with the sometimes crazy hours and the 
occasional need to bend schedules to the whim of the weather. 
To anyone I may have overlooked I extend my apologies and 
gratitude. 


I can be reached by phone at 603-667-8237 or by email at 


scsanborn@myfairpoint.net at any time with questions, concerns 
or to report a problem. As most of you probably know, I juggle 
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my duties to the town with my day job so I can’t always promise 
an immediate response except in the case of serious emergencies, 
but the concerns of the townspeople are important to me and I 
will continue to do my best to keep our roads safe and well 
maintained. There is also a much under-utilized service provided 
to the town by Jay & Dorothy Heinrichs in the form of their 
community web site www.orangenh.us which includes a 
discussion page on roads where residents are invited to share 
their thoughts. 


I look forward to hopefully continuing to serve our community 
in 2016. 


Respectfully Submitted, 
Scott Sanborn, Road Agent 


Height of New Colony Road 
The several Class VI roads in Orange make for 
scenic and off-the-beaten-path hiking. 
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201 REPORT OF ao 
ORANGE HISTORICAL COMMISSION 


In 1969 Joanna Moulton and Alice Hamel (my mother) were 
commissioned to research and compile the first history of the 
Town of Orange in celebration of the bicentennial of the Town’s 
charter. Given only four months and no funding, they were able 
to create the 33-page booklet which was mimeographed that 
September. 


My mother passed away in 1998. Sometime later, I 
discovered in a trunk in our living room, all the notes and rough 
drafts she had kept for the history. I could see the direction she 
had intended for the booklet, if only time had allowed. I decided 
to continue the work where she had left off. The historic art 
panels I created entitled “Documents” were just the beginning. 
Today, with so much more information available to the public in 
libraries, state archives, and 
through the internet, I have 
been able to fill in the missing 
pieces and to create 
genealogies for every family 
residing in Orange from 1774 
through the 1960’s. All of my 
research, compiled in manila 
folders, resides upstairs in the 
Town House, within the 
Historical Commission’s 
collections, and is available to 
anyone. To date, this archive 
has helped over a dozen 
people from all around the 
country who are tracing their 
ancestry to Orange. 


As the 250" anniversary of 
the Town’s charter approaches 
in 2019, there has been some 


Old postcard depicting 
a mill on Orange Book 
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discussion in regards to publishing a new updated and expanded 
history. But what form would it take? And how would it be 
funded? 


In addition, I have discovered some 44 poems, short essays, a 
sermon, and even a hymn written by Orange townsfolk 
throughout our 250 years. I have worked on an equal number of 
collage and painted illustrations about our Town to accompany 
the words. This could be book in itself! 


If there 1s interest, we’d love to call a meeting to discuss the 
possibilities and get the ball rolling. Please call Sharon Proulx, 
Chair of the Orange Historical Commission, at 523-4590. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Gary Hamel 


School picnic on Cardigan Mountain, circa late 1930's 
Clyde H. Smith, the young boy in front, to the right, lived atop Mount 
Cardigan when his father was the fire tower watchman. 

His story can be found on page 77. 
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THE HISTORY OF ORANGE’S BALLOT BOX 


During the January 1891 session, the New Hampshire legislature 
passed an act requiring the use of secret ballots, also known as 
“Australian” ballots, because they were first used in that country. 
“To enforce the secrecy of the ballot,” the law said, the Secretary 
of State was to prepare and print all ballots at public expense and 
“provide every city and town with a ballot-box for use at each 
polling place.” The law also required guard rails, and “marking 
shelves or private compartments” (1.e., voting booths) at each 
polling site. This was the first time New Hampshire citizens 
statewide were assured a way to cast their ballots in complete 
secrecy. 


Secretary of State Ezra Stearns of Rindge delivered ballot boxes 
to the then 272 voting places in New Hampshire in time to be 
used for the November 8, 1892 Presidential election. This is 
when President Grover Cleveland, who had a summer place in 
Tamworth, NH, was elected to his second term of office. 


Earlier this year, Secretary of State William Gardner inquired 
across the state as to 
which towns still had 
their original 1892 
ballot boxes. Not 
only did Orange have 
their 123-year-old 
ballot box but 
Moderator Danny 
Hazelton continues to 
use it for all of our 
elections. A photo of 
our ballot box is 
included on the 
historic poster issued 
this year by the 
Secretary of State. 


Daniel Hazelton, Town Moderator of 28 
years, accepts a ballot from Dave Stratton on 
February 9, 2016, the 100" year anniversary 
of the Primary Voting process to elect the 
President of the United States 


Luella M. Huse 
and the Women’s Suffragette Movement 


Leulla M. Huse was a talented 
musician and a lifelong resident 
of Orange. On May 2, 1916 she 
gave a speech at the Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union 
Institute in Sutton, West 
Virginia on the subject ofa 
woman ’s right to vote. The 
ninth amendment guaranteeing 
this right was passed on August 
18, 1920. Luella was the first 
woman to be drawn for jury 
duty in Grafton County and the 
only woman in the history of 
Orange to be elected to as 
Town Moderator. 


Excerpts from her 1916 speech: 


“Tt has been said that woman is as sure to have the suffrage 
as the tide is to rise. Not because she is as wise, as strong, as 
skillful as man, nor because, like him, she is a human being; nor 
because of any likeness, but because she is different. 

“She can do what he cannot do, and the world has need of 
her special and peculiar abilities. It is because she is different, 
because these differences are fundamental world-needs, that it is 
necessary that she shall bring these differences to the service of 
the world. We insist that she must speak, but because she is 
different and not because she is like. The ballot is no end in 
itself. It is only the means to an end. 

“In the words of Dr. Anna Howard Shaw, ‘Just as we 
believe that family life is the happiest in which the man and 
woman are partners, sharing equally the responsibilities and the 
problems which face them, so we believe that community life and 
national life can never be of the highest type until men and 
women work together to make it an expression of their ideals’.”” 
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201 PREPORPOPW AE 
ORANGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


This year the board has devoted itself to the update of the 
Natural Resources Inventory. 


The last inventory was done in 2006. Much of the material 
included in the report, particularly maps, was focused on the 
Mascoma Watershed. That means that nearly half of the town of 
Orange, which drains to the Merrimack River and Newfound 
Lake, was left out. The Commission is trying to remedy that. 


The Commission has reviewed the recommendations made in the 
2006 inventory and updated them. 


The NRI will have new maps, including a complete watershed 
map, photos of area wildlife, trails and natural features. 


Sandi Pierson has undertaken the massive task of writing up 
descriptions of hiking trails, including snowmobile trails, class 
VI roads, Cilley’s Cave, Orange Pond, Orange Basin, the Orange 
Town Forest, and other Town owned land. As appropriate, she 
will remind readers that some of these are on private property. 


A moose enjoys a drink of water while her calf takes a 
quick dip in the pond at Marvin and Helen Rocke’s home 
on Cardigan Mountain Road 
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We are planning to add a section on hunting and fishing, a piece 
on Orange’s historic mica mines as well as thoughts on the 
working forest. Gary Hamel has given us a wonderfully rich 
account of his encounters with Orange wildlife over the years 
and we hope to rerun Kristin Laine’s piece on the Orange Pond 
loons. 


Finally, thank you to all the town residents who recorded their 
own wildlife observations of birds, snakes, turtles, salamanders, 
frogs, toads and mammals on our chart at the March 2015 Town 
Meeting. 


That list of wildlife has been shared with the State Department of 
Fish and Game and will be included in the Natural Resource 
Inventory. 


The Commission still has much to do in order to complete the 
Inventory update and we would welcome help. If you are 
interested in serving on the Commission, please contact either 
the Board of Selectmen, Sandi Pierson, Dave Stacy, Jay or 
Dorothy Heinrichs. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Dorothy Heinrichs, Chair; David Stacy, Vice Chair, 
Jay Heinrichs, and Sandi Pierson 


Wild turkeys are now a common sight in Orange 


Conservation report photos courtesy of Helen Rocke 
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2015 REPORT OF THE ORANGE 
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 


This is the 23™ year offering scholarships to students living in 
Orange, graduating from high school, and going on to further 
their education. Students graduating in 2016 should watch for the 
application and guidelines which will be mailed in February. 
Return of the application to the Scholarship Committee must be 
made by May 1, 2016. Graduates who live in Orange, from 
schools other than Mascoma Valley Regional High School 
should contact the committee directly. 


In 2015, we awarded scholarships to two graduating seniors. We 
also again participated in Canaan Old Home Days as a positive 
way to connect with the community. 


In October the Town hosted the fifth year of the Orange Harvest 
Festival. As always, it was a big success. Local residents and 
visitors enjoyed the music provided by Scott Sanborn, and the 
ever popular firewood raffle and silent auction coordinated by 
Helen Rocke. The proceeds this year were again donated to the 
Orange Scholarship Fund. We want to thank everyone who made 
the festival such a success. 


We would like to invite anyone to help with our cause, which is 
promoting and supporting continuing education for our high 
school graduates. We feel that recognition and support of our 
graduates are very important. Contact anyone on the following 
member list if you would like to help in anyway. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Pauline Emerson, Beth DiFrancesco, Anita Garland, Marilyn 
Johnson, Rosemary Haness, Nancy Pike, Gloria Stevens, Pat 
White 


50 


SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 


We have awarded 28 scholarships thus far: 


1995 — Kimo Johnson (Tuttle Hill Rd., planted American Liberty 
elm trees at Town House) 

1996 — Lauren Ludwig (Tuttle Hill Rd., started town flower 
garden) 

1997 — Laura Desrochers (Cardigan Mt. Rd.) 

1999 — Darcy Decato (Eastman Rd., cleaned Town House) 
Kristen Eastman (Eastman Rd., typed candle song for 
our Christmas parties) 

2000 — Ben Stacy (Tuttle Hill Rd., assisted with BSA Hike-a- 
Thon) 

2002 — Tony Campe (Cardigan Mt. Rd., roadside clean-up) 
Heidi Burns (Cross Rd.) 

2003 — Ryan Morancy (Cardigan Mt. Rd., designed a poster for 
our Bake Sales) 

2004 — James Cross (Rt. 4, worked at Recycling Center) 

Josh Watson (Cross Rd., worked at Recycling Center) 

2005 — (unclaimed) 

2006 — Hillary Adams (Eastman Rd., MVRHS Future Business 
Leaders of America project) 

2007 — Lyz Hazelton (Tuttle Hill Rd., created gallery 
identification cards for art work in Town House) 
Krystle Sexton (Tuttle Hill Rd., roadside clean up) 

2009 — Matt Jones (New Colony Rd., raked, re-seeded & 
fertilized around Town House and flag pole area 
under the direction of the Road Agent) 

Eric Sanborn (Peaslee Rd., swept sand off of bridges, 
trimmed brush to improve line of sight along roadways, 
picked up fallen trees under the direction of the road 
agent) 

2010 — Joseph Daley (Tuttle Hill Rd., helped sell at Old Home 
Days) 

2011 — Jillian Buckwold (Cross Rd., helped with Harvest 
Festival) 

Emily Hazelton (Tuttle Hill Rd, organized Coffee House 
Concert) 


oH 


2012 - 


2013 - 


2014 - 


2015- 


Steven McAlister (Rt. 4, helped with Harvest Festival) 
Stephanie Rose (Tuttle Hill Rd., helped with Old Home 
Day sales) 

Kyra Sanborn (Peaslee Rd., organized Coffee House 
Concert) 

Hannah Arnold (Tuttle Hill Rd., cleaned and refreshed 
the flower beds at the Town House) 

Marcello Shelzi (Tuttle Hill Rd., scanned historic 
photographs for future use) 

Victoria Mackalinaw (Route 4, roadside cleanup) 
Chris Sanborn (Peaslee Rd. Fall Harvest Festival kitchen 
help) 

Sam Jones( New Colony Rd., worked for several years 
in Fall Festival kitchen) 

Lindsey Thompson (Cross Rd., helped for several years 
with Fall Festival silent auction) 

Alaina Sheilzi (Tuttle Hill Rd., wrote and illustrated the 
2014 Christmas story for the town Christmas party. 
Walter Hammond (Route 4, roadside cleanup) 


All smiles at the 2015 Orange Christmas Party 
Photo courtesy of Trisha Weekes 
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2015 REPORT OF THE STATE POLICE 


I would like to take this opportunity to provide a report to 
residents of Orange regarding the calls for service that the State 
Police have responded to in your community during the last year. 
This will hopefully provide you with a good baseline and 
understanding of the present law enforcement needs that 
currently exist within the community, as well as serving as a 
guide to determine what level of law enforcement resources the 
community desires based upon the current trends and 
expectations of the residents as they look forward to the future. 


Currently the State Police responds to calls as requested as 
part of our regular patrol duties. During 2015 the State Police 
responded to and investigated the following calls for service in 
the town of Orange: 


Motor Vehicle Accidents: 4 Burglary: 4 


Welfare Check: 3 Burglar Alarm: 7 

Criminal Mischief: 4 911 Hang-up: 3 

Suspicious Activity: 5 Security Check: | 
Suspicious Vehicle: 4 Sex Offender Registration: 4 
Roadway Obstruction: | Phetts3 

Noise Complaint: | Motor Vehicle Related: 5 


Miscellaneous: 9 
Total Calls: 58 


In closing, it has been our pleasure to serve the residents of 
Orange during the past year and we look forward to assisting you 
with your law enforcement requests in 2016. 


Respectfully, 


Lieutenant Gary A. Prince 
Commander, Troop F 


ene 20777) 2012) 2013) 2014 | 2015 | 
a 
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LOTSREPOR POPPE 
ORANGE CEMETERY TRUSTEES 


This year we were able to clear the Church and French Cemetery 
of some of the volunteer trees that were impacting some of the 
grave sites. 


Thank you again to Ed Saulen, our Cemetery Agent, for keeping 
the Cemeteries and Town House lawns so well groomed. Thank 
you also to Pat Mercer for time served on the Cemetery 
Commission. 


Respectfully Submitted; 
Lyell “Skip” Smith, and Anita Garland 
Orange Cemetery Trustees 


Orange Meeting House 
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TRASH AND RECYCLING REPORT 


RECYCLABLES 


86.57 tons 


Mountain Brook Farm — The Guaraldi Family 
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AUDITOR’S REPORT 
Year Ending December 31, 2015 


To the residents of the Town of Orange, 


We were engaged to perform audit procedures outlined in the 
State form MS-60 for calendar year 2015, which is the basis of 
the findings and recommendations listed below. 


Financial record keeping between departments: 


We noted two “QuickBooks” records used to report financial 
transactions. One should be designated as the “official” 
financial record. The records found are: 


1. The Board of Selectmen maintains expenditure only data, 
used to prepare a budget v. actual report. It does not 
contain enough asset, liability, or revenue information to 
be sufficient. It should be viewed merely as a management 
tool only. 


2. The Treasurer maintains enough records to be the 
“official” financial record. This record contains sufficient 
information. 


Recommendation — We recommend the Treasurer QuickBooks 
records be designated as the source for State reporting, as it is 
reconciled to the Town’s bank statements. This will result in 
improved reporting of the Town’s financial condition and 
results of operations. 


Evaluate the appropriateness of giving a discount on real estate 
taxes: 


We determined the 3% discount given on real estate taxes paid 
early has had a detrimental financial effect on the Town’s 
fiscal health. Since the School District and County do not give 
a discount, the discount is applied 100% to the Town’s share 
of the real estate tax. This results in a true discount of 13.77% 
on the Town’s portion of the tax bill. Because the discount was 
not raised and appropriated, the Town’s fiscal health will 
decline year-after-year. 
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Recommendation — We recommend the Town evaluate 
whether the discount is appropriate, given unassigned fund 
balance is in a deficit position at the end of calendar year 2015. 
If the discount is not eliminated, the Town should insert raise 
and appropriate language in its Town Meeting article, raising 
funds sufficient to cover an estimate of the discount given. 
However, eliminating the discount altogether will simplify 
Town Meeting and avoid future fiscal health declines should 
the raise and appropriate language fail to pass. 


Overall, I found the Town’s employees, elected leaders, and 
volunteers to be truly concerned and engaged in the Town’s 
finances. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mathew Angell 

Angell and Company, LLC 
Manchester, NH 


Frank Terhune and his father, Robert Terhune, Sr. in 1950. They 
are at their Town House Road farm using a 1923 Fordson tractor. 
Photo courtesy of Andrew Terhune and Bob Terhune, Jr. 
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2015 REPORTS OF THE HEALTH AGENCIES 
SUPPORTED BY THE TOWN OF ORANGE 


VISITING NURSE & HOSPICE 
OF VERMONT AND NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Visiting Nurse & Hospice of Vermont and New Hampshire is 
a compassionate, non-profit healthcare organization committed 
to providing the highest quality home healthcare and hospice 
support services to individuals and their families. Our services 
include offering public wellness and flu clinics, in addition to 
free community trauma bereavement services following 
disasters. 


Visiting Nurse & Hospice clients are of all ages, from all 
backgrounds, and at all stages in life. The one commonality is a 
desire to be cared for at home in case of illness and injury. Just 
like the local rescue squad or fire department, Visiting Nurse & 
Hospice provides a measure of security, a safety net for the 
community. By keeping residents out of emergency rooms and 
hospitals and reducing the need for relocation to nursing homes, 
our care offers significant savings in the town’s emergency 
services and other medical expenses. 


Services are provided to all in need regardless of ability to 
pay. Last year Visiting Nurse & Hospice made approximately 
150,000 home visits to over 5,000 patients in 140 communities, 
resulting in over 4 million dollars in unreimbursed charges for 
care to individuals. 


In Orange, we made 48 homecare visits to residents last 
year. Services included home visits to residents with short- 
term medical or physical needs, home visits to residents with 
chronic medical problems who need extended care in the 
home to avoid admission to a nursing home, home visits to 
residents who were in the final stages of their lives, and home 
visits to residents for well baby, preventative and palliative 
medical care. Additionally, Orange residents made visits to 
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Visiting Nurse & Hospice community wellness clinics for foot 
care, blood pressure screenings, cholesterol testing and flu 
shots. 


We are grateful to the Town of Orange for partnering with the 
Visiting Nurse & Hospice to ensure that the town’s most 
vulnerable citizens — the frail elderly and disabled, people with 
terminal illnesses, those recovering from a major surgery or 
illness, mothers with high-risk pregnancies, children with high- 
tech medical needs, and the uninsured and underinsured — have 
access to skilled home health care and support. 


GRAFTON COUNTY SENIOR CITIZENS COUNCIL 


Grafton County Senior Citizens Council is a private nonprofit 
organization that provides programs and services to support the 
health and well being of our communities’ older citizens. The 
Council’s programs enable elderly individuals to remain 
independent in their own homes and communities for as long as 
possible. 


The Council operates eight senior centers in Canaan and 
Lebanon as well as six other communities; operates adult in- 
home care from offices in Lebanon and Haverhill; and sponsors 
the Grafton County ServiceLink Resource Center and RSVP and 
the Volunteer Center. Through the centers, ServiceLink and 
RSVP, older adults and their families take part in a range of 
community-based long-term services including home delivered 
meals, community dining programs, transportation, counseling, 
elder care, chore/home repair services, recreational and 
educational programs, and volunteer opportunities. 


During 2014-2015, 22 older residents of Orange were 
served by one or more of the Council’s programs offered 
through the Mascoma Area Senior Center, and 5 Orange 
residents were assisted by ServiceLink: 
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Older adults from Orange enjoyed 409 balanced 
meals in the company of friends in the center’s dining 
room as well as 465 home delivered meals. 

e Orange residents accessed GCSCC transportation 
services on 13 occasions to access medical care, 
shopping, or other services, including the Senior 
Center for meals and activities. 

e They received assistance with problems, crises or 
issues of long-term care through 28 visits with a 
trained outreach worker or contacts with 
ServiceLink 

e Six Orange citizens volunteered to put their talents 

and skills to work for a better community through 

784 hours of volunteer service. 


The cost to provide Council services for Orange residents in 
2014-2015 was $8,959.34. 


Grafton County Senior Citizens Council very much appreciates 
Orange’s support for our programs that enhance the 
independence and dignity of older citizens and enable them to 
meet the challenges of aging in the security and comfort of their 
own communities and homes. 


MASCOMA VALLEY HEALTH INITIATIVE 


MVHI is a nonprofit health organization serving the Upper 
Valley of New Hampshire. Our goal is to protect and promote 
the health of our community. MVHI was formed in 2001 with 
the mission of improving the health of the residents of five rural 
Mascoma Valley towns, and has grown to serve the towns of 
Canaan, Dorchester, Enfield, Grafton, Grantham, Hanover, 
Lebanon, Lyme, Orange, Orford, Piermont, and Plainfield. Our 
goal is to partner with community members and organizations 
who share our commitment to community health, to build a 
strong and effective public health system that serves the needs of 
the residents of the Upper Valley. 
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For the past three years, MVHI has been facilitating the 
development of the Upper Valley Public Health Advisory 
Council (UVPHAC). In February, 2013 the leadership team for 
the UVPHAC was assembled. It meets monthly to shape the 
structure and function of UVPHAC and to begin looking for 
opportunities for increased collective action. 


Our plans for 2016 include the following: 

Upper Valley Public Health Collaboration: We will continue 
to facilitate and support the Upper Valley Public Health 
Advisory Council (UVPHAC) in order to find ways to leverage 
our efforts across agencies and disciplines, to share good ideas, 
and generate new thinking. 

Immunization Program: We will continue to host free flu 
clinics for our residents, and we will continue to work with the 
State of New Hampshire and the UVPHAC to support school- 
based flu vaccine clinics to protect our youth. 

Indian River Youth 2 Youth Program and Mascoma 
Valley Prevention Network: We will continue to implement 
the Y2Y Program and the Parent Pledge Initiative in order to 
provide education to youth and parents about the importance of 
preventing alcohol and drug use among youth, and resources to 
help parents and other adults to find effective approaches. 

Mascoma Valley Prevention Network: MVPN is a 
community-based substance abuse prevention coalition with 
leadership from MVHI, Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Mascoma Valley 
Regional School District, and local PTA’s. The goal of the 
coalition is to reduce the harm caused by abuse of alcohol, 
marijuana, and other drugs. 


For 2016, we are requesting financial support from all 12 
towns and municipalities in our region at the level of 75 cents 
per capita. Based on this formula, our funding request of the 
Town of Orange (population: 330) is $248.00 


Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of NH 


CASA is a statewide, nonprofit organization that recruits, 
screens and trains volunteers to advocate for abused and 
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neglected children in New Hampshire courts. As these children 
navigate the confusion of the courts and foster care systems, 
CASA’s guardians ad litem help to insure their best interests are 
always being considered. Because CASA volunteers carry only 
one or two cases at a time, they are able to create a clear picture 
of the child’s needs so they end up in a safe, permanent home. 


The children CASA serves come from communities across 
the state, including Orange. In Grafton County, CASA served 
67 children last year. This number includes children who attend 
your schools, use local resources, and live with foster parents or 
with extended family members in your community. 


CASA volunteers also come from across the state and donate 
many miles and hours to fulfill their duties. Thanks to the 
financial support from the Town of Orange, CASA currently 
supervises 26 Grafton County volunteers. In 2015, these 
volunteers travelled 39,243 miles and spent 3,720 hours speaking 
up on behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves. 


UPPER VALLEY HAVEN 


We continue to keep the core programs of Food, Shelter, 
Education, Clothing and Case Management our primary focus. 
Together, we work each day to unravel poverty and then reshape 
and strengthen lives through those five core programs. 


Everyone wants and hopes for a safe place in their 
community where people facing enormous challenges can get 
help and relief; a place that will do the hard work of providing 
basic needs for those who are marginalized and misunderstood. 
What would our community be like if the Haven did not exist? 
Together, in fiscal year 2015, we helped over 13,000 individuals 
with emergency resources and lasting solutions. 


We are honored to have been chosen by the citizens of 
Orange to support our many programs in the past. We hope that 
you choose the Haven - an organization built by the community, 
for the community - again this fiscal year. 
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WEST CENTRAL BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 


West Central Behavioral Health is the NH designated 
community mental health center for Orange, as well as Sullivan 
and Southern Grafton counties. Our mission is “to reduce the 
burden of mental illness and to improve the quality of life in our 
community. We commit ourselves to provide services that are 
safe, effective, client-centered, timely and efficient.” Last year, 
West Central Behavioral Health experienced severe state budget 
cuts, regional economic hardship, and an increased need for 
services by uninsured or under-insured clients. West Central 
Behavioral Health is committed to making quality mental health 
services available to all people in the communities we serve 
regardless of their ability to pay. 


Our clients suffer from a wide range of disorders and illnesses 
including psychosis, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and all 
forms of addiction. We also see patients with anxiety, 
depression, and other impairing but highly treatable conditions. 
We work with all ages in outpatient clinics, homes, nursing 
homes, jails, schools and a residential supported living program, 
and offer a broad variety of counseling, psychiatric services, case 
management and emergency consultations. 


In fiscal year 2015, West Central Behavioral Health received 
an appropriation of $350.00 from the Town of Orange. During 
that year, West Central provided therapeutic services to 4 
Orange residents, including two children. 


TRI-COUNTY CAP 


Tri-County CAP is a trusted private non-profit that has been 
serving the 3 most northern counties of New Hampshire for 49 
years. The Grafton County Community Contact Office of the 
Tri-County Community Action Program provides many essential 
services to low-income and elderly citizens of Orange and the 
surrounding New Hampshire towns: 

e Weatherization 
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e (L.I.H.E.A.P.) Fuel Assistance 

e New Hampshire Electric Discount Assistance 

e Referrals and coordination with other agencies when 
citizens are in need 

e Educational programs and speakers bureau on 
homelessness and poverty 


Tri-County CAP provided $6,624.05 in direct services, fuel 
assistance, and electric assistance to 5 households with 10 
individuals in the Town of Orange last year. 


Health agency compilation courtesy of Bob Proulx 


This timber-framed shelter, built in 1990 by Ed Levin and 
dedicated to fire tower watchman Clyde F. Smith, is just one of the 
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amenities at Mount Cardigan State Park thanks to the “Friends. ’ 
At the park, which is the access for the popular West Ridge Trail, 
the Friends of Mount Cardigan State Park keep the park clean, 
mow the grounds, and maintain composting rest room facilities, 
barbeque grills, picnic tables, and park benches. Volunteers 
include Dave and Marilyn Johnson, Tessa Michetti, Bob and 
Sharon Proulx, Anita Garland, and David Wilson. 
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CANAAN PUBLIC LIBRARY 
2015 REPORT FOR THE TOWN OF ORANGE 


GOLLECTION 

Adult Books 17,371 Juvenile Books 9,931 
Total Books 27,302 Adult Videos 698 
Juvenile Videos 233 Total Videos 931 
Adult Audios 632 Juvenile Audios 121 
Total Audios 753 Magazines 459 
Music CDs 430 Artifacts 87 | 


Museum Passes 6 


CIRCULATION 

Total items checked out of the library: 38,335 (Includes all items 
checked out of library, plus, internet usage, downloaded audio 
and ebooks, database usage and Interlibrary Loans.) 

Internet Usage: Individual Sessions: 1,288 

Wireless Sessions: 637, Total: 1,925 

The wireless service is also available when the library is not 
open, to allow our patrons 24/7 access. 

Downloadable Audio Books: 

Audio books downloaded: 1,868; E Books downloaded: 1,551. 
NOOK periodical downloaded: 172 

The library pays to belong to the Downloadable Audio Book 
Consortium through the NH State Library. Our patrons have 
access to over 8000 titles. This is double over last year. 
Database Searches 

EBSCO (magazines) 131 sessions (456 searches) 

Heritage Quest (genealogy) 59 sessions (1,384 searches) 
AncestryLibrary.com (geneology) 59 sessions (1,208 searches) 
Inter-Library Loans: Loaned to other libraries: 712; Borrowed 
by our patrons: 868. 

Number of materials circulated to Orange Borrowers: 1,909 
(4.98% of circulation). 


REGISTERED BORROWERS 

As of December 31, 2015: 3.052. Registered Borrowers from 
Orange: 152 (4.94% of card holders). Some families share a 
library card, 143 cards in 2015 is actually 177 users. 
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Population of Orange: 331 (2010 census data from NH Office of 
Energy and Planning). Forty-three percent of Orange residents 
are Canaan Library card holders. 


Libraries throughout New Hampshire offer a variety of 
entertainment and educational materials to taxpayers at a very 
economical rate. How much would they need to pay out-of- 
pocket if they purchased their books, movies and other library 
services in stores? The NH Library Use Calculator is based on 
the spreadsheet developed by the Massachusetts Library 
Association and adapted for web use by the Maine State Library, 
the Chelmsford Public Library and the Chelsea Memorial 
Library. 


In 2015, Orange users of the Canaan Town Library made up 
4.98% of total patrons. They would have paid $18,673.51 out of 
pocket for the services they received from the library. Library 
Use Calculator can be found at www.canaanlibrary.org. 


Thanks to the Friends of the Library we were able to have a great 
new outdoor bench built. The bench is used by many for 
reading, relaxing, and accessing the library’s wifi connection to 
the internet. The library now offers access to digital magazines 
as part of our Overdrive subscription to Audio and ebooks. Stop 
by and we’ll show you how to access them! 


WHAT IS OFFERED AT THE CANAAN LIBRARY: 


Audio Books Adult Book Group 

Book Sales Children’s Craft Programs 
Children’s Story Hour Community Group Meeting Space 
DVDS Downloadable Audio Books 


Downloadable eBooks Downloadable Magazines 
Free Cable Internet Access 

Friends of the Library Genealogy Assistance 
Handicap Accessibility Inter-Library Loan 
Kill-A-Watt Meters Knitting Needles 

Large Print Materials Library Website 

Local Artist Exhibits | Meetinghouse Readings 
Online Card Catalog Online Databases 
Online Encyclopedia Photocopying 
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Reference Assistance Rubber Stamps 

School Class Visits Story Hour 

Tax Materials Volunteering Opportunities 
Wireless Internet Access Writers Group 
Programming (author visits, speakers, etc.) 

Summer Reading Program (Adult) 

Summer Reading Program (Children) 

Museum Passes 


Library hours are: Monday 3pm-8pm, Tuesday lpm-8pm , 
Wednesday 1pm-8pm, Thursday l|pm-5pm, Friday 9am-12pm, 
Saturday 9am-3pm 


Find the Library Online at: 
www.facebook.com/CanaanTownLibraryNH 
www.librarything.com/home/Canaanlibrary 
www.canaanlibrary.org 


Respectfully submitted, 
Amy Thurber, Canaan Librarian 


Louise Cady 
Louise was a longtime resident of Orange and 
served as Canaan Librarian for over 30 years. 
Louise passed away on May 27, 2015. 
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TOWN OF ORANGE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
TOWN MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 10, 2015 


Town Meeting was opened at 11:00 AM on March 10, 2015 with 
election of officers, official ballot for Articles 2, 3, 4 and 
consideration of the Mascoma Valley Regional School District 
Warrant. Voting hours ended at 7 PM, Town Meeting to 
continue on March 11, 2015 at 7 PM with the remainder of the 
town warrant articles. 


March 11, 2015 Town Meeting opened with Dan Hazelton, 
Moderator, going over the rules of the meeting. The Moderator 
stated we would continue with the verbal “I” to conduct the 
meeting and asked if there were any non-registered voters in the 
meeting hall to please raise their hand. Two persons were 
present and were instructed to not participate in the voting 
process. 


Dave Stacy was asked to lead in the salute to the flag. 


ARTICLE 1: Election results of town officers held on Tuesday, 
March 10, 2015. 
RESULTS 
Select Board: George White - 3 year term 
Town Clerk: Sophie Seace - | year term 
Tax Collector: Sharon Proulx - 1 year term 
Treasurer: Cathy Bean - | year term 
Deeding Agent: Sharon Proulx -1 year term 
Budget Committee: Sophie Seace — 3 year term 
Planning Board: 2 positions: Robert Proulx, Dave Stacy—both 3 
year term 
Supervisor of the Checklist: Vacant — remainder of 3year term 
Road Agent: Scott Sanborn — | year term 
Auditor; 2 positions: Vacant — one a | year term and one a 2 
year term 
Overseer of Public Welfare: Pat Mercer — 1 year term 
Trustee of Trust Funds: Nathaniel Emerson — 3 year term 
Cemetery Trustee: Patricia Mercer — 3 year term 
Cemetery Agent: Edward Saulen — 1 year term 
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ARTICLE 2: (By official ballot) to see if the Town will vote to 
OPPOSE the proposed Spruce Ridge Wind Project. 

VOTE: PASSED by official ballot vote: 117 for, 7 votes 
against, | blank 


ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to support the 
following resolution: WHEREAS development of an industrial 
wind turbine project along the mountain ridges approaching 
Mount Cardigan will negatively impact the Town’s rural nature 
and scenic beauty, as well as its watersheds, wildlife habitat, 
recreation, property values, and municipal finances, now be it 
RESOLVED that the Town strongly OPPOSES the development 
of an industrial wind turbine project along the mountain ridge 
lines visible from the Town of Orange, and any such project 
located within the Town of Orange or surrounding towns. 


VOTE: PASSED by official ballot vote: 118 for, 7 against 


ARTICLE 4: (By official ballot) To see if the Town will vote 
to require all industrial wind energy facilities that may come to 
be located in Orange to post a financial surety, in form and 
amount acceptable to the Select Board and the Planning Board, 
prior to initiating construction, to cover the cost of removal and 
disposal of the wind facility and the remediation of the landscape 
upon ceasing normal operations. Such financial surety shall be 
renewed and updated as necessary throughout the life of the 
wind facility so as to continue to cover the removal, disposal and 
remediation cost. 


VOTE: PASSED by official ballot vote: 123 for, 2 against 


Attorney was asked to speak to the town as to the validity of this 
article; “This is a clear indication of what the town wants but 
may not be enforceable if/ when the time comes. The 
SiteEvaluation Committee (SEC) has oversight.” 


Judith Lindahl asked to clarify that the size would determine the 
jurisdiction yes/no? Attorney said regardless SEC has the 
oversight. 


Dave Como stated he understood the SEC is bound by the 
wishes of the town, is this not true? Attorney stated he would 
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hope that would be taking into consideration and that there 
would be open communication with the Town. 


Robert Proulx stated that with these votes the Town has sent a 
loud message of what we do not want. 


ARTICLE 5: to see if the Town will vote to give a discount of 
3% on taxes paid in full within twenty days from the date of the 
bills pursuant to RSA 80:52 on the condition that the taxpayer 
deduct the discount at time of payment. 


MOVED: Patricia Mercer, SECOND: Judith Connelly 
VOTE: PASSED 


ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will authorize the Tax 
Collector to accept the prepayment of taxes pursuant to RSA 
80:52-a. Taxpayers shall be allowed to prepay taxes no more 
than two years in advance of the due date of the taxes. No 
interest shall accrue to the taxpayer on any prepayment, nor shall 
any interest be paid to the taxpayer on any prepayment which is 
later subject to rebate or refund 


MOVED: Patricia White, SECOND: Dorothy Heinrichs Jr. 
VOTE: PASSED 

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate approximately $20,151.25 for the purpose of 
construction, reconstruction and maintenance of Class 4 or 5 
highways and for the purchase of equipment, said amount to be 


offset by the Highway Block Grant (estimated to be $20,151.25). 
Said amount to be included in Article 8. 


MOVED: Patricia Mercer, SECOND: Scott Sanborn 
VOTE: PASSED 


ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate the Budget Committee recommended sum of 
$241,189.75 not including appropriations by special warrant 
articles and other appropriations voted separately, for the 
ensuing year for general operations. 


MOVED: Robert Proulx, SECOND: Judith Lindahl 
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Discussion: Jeanne Minasian asked why FICA was not paid as 
required and that it was bad oversight of the Select board. Pat 
Mercer stated there were computer issues, the program was not 
working correctly, though it appeared to be calculated in fact it 
was not, the issues has been taken care of and she has contacted 
the agency to discuss what the process is to get this paid and 
resolve any penalty that may be charged. 


VOTE: PASSED 


ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will authorize the Moderator 
to appoint a committee of five Orange residents, none of whom 
shall be officers or employees, to study the salaries of the Town 
officers and employees and report their findings and 
recommendation in the next annual Town Report, including a 
warrant article that they deem appropriate. 


MOVED: Robert Proulx, SECOND: Dorothy HeinrichsSr 


Discussion: Bob Proulx stated every 5 years to review salaries, 
request towns folk volunteer to assist if they can/ there was 
further clarification that a salary increase is not an automatic 
year after year. 


VOTE: PASSED 


ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will authorize the Select 
Board to appoint a town treasurer in accordance with RSA 
41:26-e, rather than electing a treasurer. 


Moved: Dorothy Heinrichs Sr., SECOND: Anita Garland 


Discussion; Pat Mercer would like to see the position stay in 
town; Jeanne Minasian agreed this should be done considering 
all the issues that took place this past year; Sharon Proulx asked 
if this would allow the Select Board to appoint to a person 
outside of the town; Henry Minasian stated RSA that requires 
elected to be within the town but appointed can be outside of the 
town; Kathleen Stacy thought this year’s treasurer was appointed 
by the Select Board and would like to see the position stay 
elected within the town; Dorothy Heinrichs asked for 
clarification if the article passes could the town do either or to 
fill the position; Attorney stated no, it would now be an 
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appointed position going forward; Karen McFarland stated that 
with all the trouble that has been it won’t continue as the hurdles 
have all been worked out with the computer and process; Robert 
Proulx stated this year this town has made bad payments, checks 
bounced and that looks bad for the town, we need to do better; 
Judith Lindahl stated basically the town was breaking the law, 
not paying wages as required, not paying FICA as required that it 
was the Towns credit being hurt not the credit of the treasurer 
Cathy Bean, there was no oversight and the Select Board needs 
to control our money; Colin Higbie stated for the town to 
consider the action, do not give away the rights to appoint a 
person to a board that did not provide oversight to begin with; 
Donald McFarland asked how do you go about removing a 
person from this position and then how would you move forward 
with an appointment for 2015, would they be elected; Henry 
Minasian stated making the position appointed and oversight is 
not the fix; Beverly Ells stated she knows that two of the Select 
Board members looked into removing the treasurer and it is 
impossible to do unless they are taking money; Pat Mercer stated 
she wanted everyone to know the Treasurer had a perfect audit; 
Robert Proulx wanted to know then why was the report not 
available as required for the Town Report; Pat Mercer said it was 
a mix up of dates and when the report was due; Sandi Pierson 
stated she sends the same email to all town officers and is very 
clear of the dates information is required; Jeanne Minasian 
stated that Pat Mercer doesn’t know and can barely operate her 
cell phone she doesn’t understand what the issueS were with the 
computer and that she would like to know that our information 
on the town computer is protected and safe; Pat Mercer stated 
that one of Cathy Beans family members worked with Cathy to 
get an issue with Norton cleared up so that Cathy was able to 
properly access the programs as needed and things were now 
working as they should and that Pat had talked with the agency 
regarding FICA payments and that they were working all this 
out; Beth DiFrancesco stated could we now vote the article, 
while this is all valuable information there has been enough 
discussion and it doesn’t change anything. 


VOTE: FAILED 
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ARTICLE 11: To see if the Town will vote to advise the Select 
Board that it does not support negotiating a PILOT (payment in 
lieu of taxes) agreement with any industrial wind energy facility 
in accordance with RSA 362-A:6-a; but that any such agreement 
shall specifically include consideration of 1) the full ad valorem 
tax assessed to such facilities; 2) direct costs to the Town of fire 
protection, insurance, public safety, road maintenance, water 
testing, legal advice and representation, and the like, attendant 
upon the existence of such a facility; 3) the financial cost to the 
Town in abatements and decreased property values, in increased 
county, school and other tax burdens, in degradation of natural 
habitat and loss of wildlife, together with is consequent impact 
on hunting and recreation, and in investigations of complaints 
concerning public health and quiet enjoyment ; and 4) all other 
decommissioning; and further, that any payment shall be 
adjusted annually to reflect any increased or unanticipated costs 
to, or losses suffered by, the Town. 


MOVED: Robert Proulx, SECOND: Judith Lindahl 


DISCUSSION: Pat Mercer asked the Attorney if this was 
worded correctly; Attorney stated this is advisory in manner; 
Judith Lindhal stated this was an option for the Town to keep 
cost in mind, to not become like Groton where they experienced 
an increase in all taxes and where not aware; Dorothy Heinrichs 
Jr. clarified full ad valorem meant full value and the Attorney 
stated it refers to current value; Guest to the town stated as in the 
case of Groton there was a member of the Select board that was 
acting alone and with the project that took place and not as a full 
board; Sharon Proulx stated no Select Board member should act 
alone; Robert Proulx said it was very important for the Town to 
stay involved; Donald McFarland asked if we could vote by 
count on this Article to know where the Town stands; Moderator 
said that was a good idea, we would count this vote by a raise of 
hands. 


VOTE: PASSED 49 yes 


ARTICLE 12: To hear the reports of agents, auditors, 
committees and officers and to transact any other business that 
may legally come before this meeting. 
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Pat Mercer talked about small towns needing volunteers to 
fill the elected positions, maintenance needs to take place to take 
care of our town, we need willing people to step up and bring 
back the family that the town used to be. Pat would like to start 
a shadow program to give interested people a chance to see what 
a position does if they are interested in taking that on. 

Robert Proulx stated he disagrees with Pat this Town is not 
dead, there are plenty of folks that do their part. Yes we need 
more people to run for office but there is still plenty of good left 
in this Town. 

Dorothy Heinrichs wanted to thank Betty Fulton, even 
though she was not here this evening, for her dedicated service to 
the town. She also wanted to thank Sandi Pierson for hard work 
on the annual report. 

Robert Proulx presented a plaque to be given to Betty 
Fulton for her service to the Town. 

Anita Garland went over recent updates to the cemetery 
regulations 

Henry Minasian asked if he could clarify for the record that 
Pat Mercer had stated the treasurer report balanced, Pat Mercer 
responded with ’yes the audit was good per Christy Souza”. 

Sharon Proulx and Gary Hamel presented to the Town for 
the Town House being listed as an Historical Site. 

Gary Hamel also presented a new painting to the Orange 
collection that was purchased in an estate sale and given to the 
town. 

Robert Proulx also presented a plaque to Tim Connelly for 
his 24 years of service on the budget committee. 

Gloria Stevens is concerned with all that was stated tonight 
in regard to the treasurer position and why is the Select Board ok 
with her continuing if she was not doing the job correctly, she 
expects the Select Board to keep the towns money safe and pay 
the bills 

Sharon Proulx wanted to clarify both the Town Clerk and 
the Tax Collector directly deposit funds received into the bank. 

Judith Lindhal stated that communication within the town is 
poor and we need clarification as to how you vote, not just show 
up and get the infamous cheat sheet for write-in candidates. 
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Robert Ells explained that he and Betty had emailed the 
Attorney to ask how to remove the treasurer and it is not easy. 

Jeanne Minasian said she is tired of the communication for 
the town; it is time for the town to consider its own way of 
communicating information, not rely on the Billy Goat Mountain 
email that is run by the Whites. 

Dorothy Heinrichs wanted to remind everyone about the 
unofficial orange website that is there for everyone to share 
information. 


With no further discussions the Moderator reminding those 
elected officials present to please come up front to be sworn in. 
He also reminded everyone there was a list to sign up if you 
were willing to participate in the study of salaries committee. 


Meeting adjourned 8:06 PM 


Minutes Respectfully Submitted, 
Sophie L. Seace 
Orange Town Clerk 


Orange Brook as it crosses beneath the discontinued Hood 
Road—yvet another Class VI road that affords picturesque and 
solitary hiking. 

75 


VITAL STATISTICS 2015 


Births: 


Phaedra Katana Blake, born May 19, 2015 at Lebanon, NH 
Parents: Alexander Blake and Emily Sieglinger 


Marriages: 
There were no marriages on record in 2015. 


Deaths: 

Stuart A. Smith, died March 22, 2015 at Orange, NH 
Born in Brooklyn, NY on November 16, 1932 

Son of Arthur and Gladys (Stuart) Smith 

Served in the United States Marine Corps 


Helen C. Goodearl, died July 8, 2015 at Lebanon, NH 
Born in Reading, MA on May 19, 1922 
Daughter of Joseph and Helen (Erskine) Westcott 


Helen Goodearl spends a quiet moment with Annie 
shortly before her death, Photo by Jennifer Hauck, 
used by permission of the Valley News 
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After chores... 


Clyde H. Smith 
The Young Boy Who Lived Atop Mount Cardigan 


Clyde H. Smith, born in August of 1931 in Gorham, NH, 
spent the better part of his life exploring the New England 
mountains that he loved, but no mountain was as dear to him as 
Cardigan. During Clyde’s early years, his father manned the 
Cardigan fire tower, and the caretaker’s cabin just below the 
summit became home. As a small boy Clyde hiked down and 
back up the mountain to go to school every day, nurturing a love 
for the mountains that remained with him all of his life. He had 
spent many summers at Camp Mowglis on Newfound Lake, first 
as a camper, later as a counselor and Tripmaster. The family 
eventually moved to Spruce Pine, N.C where Clyde graduated 
high school. He later attended the University of New Hampshire 
majoring in forestry. There he met his wife, Nan. They had two 
daughters, Sally and Robin, who were born in Topeka, but 
Clyde's heart was still back in the mountains of New England. 

A professional photographer, Clyde authored New 
Hampshire, a Scenic Discovery, which is a testimony to his love 
of the State and its wilderness. His last production was a photo- 
journal of the Northeast Canoe Trail which runs for 740 miles 
from Old Forge, N.Y., to Fort Kent, Maine. Clyde was living in 
Burlington, Vermont when he died on June 4, 2008. 

What follows is an 
excerpt from New 
Hampshire, a Scenic 
Discovery. It is his 
firsthand narrative of life 
atop Cardigan Mountain 
as a young boy, 
including the incredible 
account of riding out the 
Great Hurricane of 1938 : 
in the small caretaker’s eho Baeah 
cabin. . 
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New Hampshire’s mountains were the foundations of my 
youth and one in particular, Mt. Cardigan, became my home for 
nine years. My father was assigned there as a fire lookout 
warden. We lived in a small one-room cabin just a short distance 
from the fire tower. In the summer, swarms of people came up 
from the valleys to pick wild berries. My mother and I would 
also scour the mountain for wild berries. We used to sell them at 
the summer resorts in nearby Canaan. (Mom had many secret 
places where she was able to avoid the crowds that invaded 
Cardigan’s berry patches.) 

The delicious berries also attracted other natives—black 
bears. On one occasion, Mom watched from a cliff while I 
picked berries on one side of an island of bushes, and a big black 
bear munched away on the other side. The bear was near my 
mother, so she dared not call out for fear the bear would run 
diagonally across the patch towards me. Eventually, the bear 
worked its way around to one side while I kept picking on the 
opposite, each oblivious of the other! 

Wildlife was always a part of my early childhood on Mt. 
Cardigan. It was common to see wildcats, lynx, bears, deer, 
foxes and many other animals. I was never threatened or 
intimidated by any wild creature, | was taught there were times 
to respect an animal’s right of way, such as when a mother bear 
came strolling by with her cubs. Porcupines were also quite 
common and delighted in chewing discarded boxes. At night, 
they would squeal outside our cabin, calling all relatives to 
dinner. When they started gnawing down our outhouse, my 
father took exception and declared war on the critters. 

Wild thunderstorms often hit the mountain with earsplitting 
force. Several times during those years, the tower was 
demolished by lightning. I vividly remember a bolt out of the 
blue coming in through our cabin telephone line, dancing around 
the room, then grounding out on our iron cooking stove. It was 
accompanied by a deafening thunderclap that left our ears 
ringing for days. Sometimes we would stand outside our cabin 
and watch storms approach from the distance. There was so 
much static electricity that my parents’ hair would stand straight 
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up. I suppose mine did too, but it might have been more from 
fright than from electricity. 

We survived the great hurricane of 1938 in our tiny cabin. 
Enormous chains circled the roof, and were anchored to the 
ledges with iron pins. These were used to protect the cabin from 
howling winter storms. During the ’38 hurricane, we huddled 
inside listening to our radio crackle out the news of the 
impending destruction just minutes before it hit. We surely 
would have been blown off the mountain if hadn’t been for those 
chains. All during that terrible night, we could feel the cabin 
lifting up and down 
on its foundation, 
while the chains 
clanked and strained 
with a frightful noise. 
In the morning, trees 
were uprooted all 
around, and the forest 
was completely 
flattened. 

We did not live on 
the mountain in winter. 
There was no fire danger then of course, so the lookout’s job was 
suspended until spring. We were back on top by April, and even 
though the valleys were turning green, there was still plenty of 
snow around. During this time, I had 
the most difficulty going to school. I 
had to hike 3 % miles each way, rain 
or shine. In the spring, I used 
snowshoes. It seemed easy enough but 
spring snow conditions were unstable. 
My snowshoes would fall through 
unseen pockets and at times, I had to 
flounder in the snow up to my hips. I 
was soaking wet by the time I reached 
school and exhausted by the time I 
reached home, sometimes after dark. 


The little cabin that weathered the Great 
Hurricane of 1938 still stands today 
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